
The Speed Queen Story



Barlow & Seelig 

MFG. Co. was 

established as a 

local hardware 

store in Ripon WI

1908

1910 1915

19281911

1939

1952-53

1957

The first washer 

powered by an 

electric motor 

was built

The Speed 

Queen brand 

was adopted

The first 

automatic 

dryer and 

washer was 

manufactured

The hand 

operated washer, 

called White 

Cloud, was built 

in a tin shop in 

Ripon

Barlow and Seelig 

introduced the first 

ringer-washer with 

a ringer head that 

rotated in all 

directions

Lifetime 

stainless-steel 

tubs were 

introduced

Speed Queen 

diversified into 

commercial 

laundry

1987

Electronic 

controls on 

home laundry 

products was 

introduced

Important Milestones in Our History

An iconic brand with more than 110 years of manufacturing in Ripon Wisconsin.



Speed Queen’s parent company, Alliance 
Laundry Systems is the world leader in 
the commercial laundry industry.

Today



Alliance Laundry Systems Segments

On-premises Vended Multi-Unit Light Commercial Residential

Caters to hotels, healthcare, 

long-term care, athletic 

institutions, and correctional 

institutions

Laundromats – provides walk-

in service, self-service, and 

drop-off service

Found in facilities like 

apartment buildings, 

universities, or military bases

Sold through independent 

retailers for use in light 

commercial settings

Sold through independent 

retailers for personal use in 

the home



5

1.7 million ft2
Production & lab facilities in 
US, Czech Republic, China and Thailand

3 million+
• Installed base of over 3 million units 

• 32,000 parts SKUs in stock at all times

3,600+ 
Employees
Dedicated and passionate

Nº 1
World’s no.1 commercial laundry equipment 
manufacturer (2.0X next largest competitor)

Award winner 
Stevie Award for Customer Service Excellence 

Consumer Reports -“Most Reliable Appliance Brand 
in America” 4-years in a row

Multi-brand
5 global brands

Global
Committed to globalization, serving 140+ countries via 

1,600 distributors & 8 direct offices

Global Presence
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